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INTRO De | 


HE want of ſome public Inſtitution, in this large Settlement, for the Education of 

Children of both ſexes, has been gradually becoming more ſenſible as the place 
¶ itſelf has increaſed. In moſt of the conſiderable towns of Europe, if not all of them, 
inſtitutions of this kind are the care of the community. Here, from peculiar cir- 


eumſtances, a foundation for the inſtruction of Youth has not hitherto been made. 4 


1 common concern; although the neceſſity for it is much greater than can exiſt in any 
; 1 | part of Europe ; becauſe-every country there has many Seminaries, and one native 
of + language, which much facilitates the communication of knowledge; whereas, here the 
* Psuage of Epgliſamen, the beſt channel of InſtruRion, is a foreign one even to 


=: ra 
ur of their offspring. The neglected fate, in which the deſcendants of lower Ppabitar 
EReropeans, including native Portugueze, are often kept in this quarter, muſt be People, 


_ 


known to every obſerver. Born in indigence, their means uſually end with the. ſhnadeq 
Parents life ; they receive no good principles of inſtruftion, religious or moral; nor Inainta 
are they otherwiſe qualified to be uſeful; and, thus abandoned to all the miſeries = ot the 
tending ignorance and idleneſs, they become burthenſome to the ſociety, the . of obje 
raRer and intereſts of which muſt be more affected by them as they, gradually, con- 


Kitute a larger part of its maſs, Tha 
. Þt, th: 

= - Theſe-motives have led to the defire of forming a practicable, efficient, and permo Ereaſed 
ment Plan for the Eſtabliſhment of a public School, or Foundation, in Calcutta. ageme 
for the 


It muſt be perfectly unneceſſary to enter here into a proof of that, in which all ci. 

ailized Nations have agreed, the great importance of the Education of Youth; | To « 
an argument, which applies with peculiar force to the public in reſpe& to thoſe | t is n 
Children who are n upon its care. | ny de 
Fance : 
That there are actually at this time, in various parts of the Company's provinces, ment ſu 

and particularly in Calcutta and its neighbourhood, many Children, who are proper 
objefis of that care, and of ſuch an inſtitution as has now been ſuggeſted, is ſuppoſed | Upc 
be uncontrovertible. It is a point of fact referable to every man's knowledge; and ently a 
the ſtate of Europeans in this country tends to produce ſuch an effect. Many of them Fand th 
are mere adyenturers, who neither have a profeſſion, nor regularly colonize ; and, be. I preſen: 


cauſe the exerciſe of European arts is circumſcribed, even ſuch of the deſcendants be pro 
of thoſe adventurers who retain the Chriſtian name, and form into families, find it 
difhicult to ſupport themſelves, ſtill more to give Education to their Children; and To. 
his will be found the caſe, in particular, of no ſmall number of the Portugueze in- mently 
habitants | 


1 


ret abitants of this place. For educating the offspring of theſe ſereral deſcriptions of 


be people, the Charity School ſupported by the fund of the Calcutta Church, is quite 
the. Inadeqnate. That fund is peculiar property; and its annual produce is expended in 
nor & aintaining, inſtructing, and providing for a fixed number of Children, which can- 
at. Hot therefore be exceeded, and bears a very ſmall proportion to the whole number 
% , 

ha. of objects. 


That ſuch an inſtitution has not hitherto been recommended may ra her be wondered 


5 reaſed population of the place, is manifeſted in favour of it; and the fulleſt encou. 
gement may be expected from a Government, which warmly promotes every deſign 
or the public good, 


* 


th; To effect the objeds of this inſtitution, wherein the public are ſo highly intereſted, 
t is neceſſary that their bounty ſhonld furniſh a fund for the ſupport of it, without 
any dependance upon pecuniary aids from Government, which in ſhewing its counte- 


| 
\ 


Fance and favor to the eſtabliſhment, renders a ſervice very important to its perma- 
Went ſucceſs, 


Upon confidering in what manner a contribution of this fort may be moſt convent. 
tly adjuſted, there is naturally an advertence to the ſtate of European ſociety here; 
Jand that claſs of it, which conſiſts of the covenanted Civil Servants of the Company, 
preſenting itſelf. as the greater or more wealthy. part of it, their ſabſcriptions will 
ants de properly conſidered as the baſis of the fund, 

it | 
and To Gentlemen, whoſe character for liberal regard to the diſtreſſes of others is enite 


in- ently conſpicuous, and has been repeatedly evinced by acts of generoſity, which do 


ants them 


9 * y 


at, than that it ſhould be propoſed now when a general diſpoſition, incited by the in. 
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ignorance, and probably be wholly loſt to the world. It is not, that a Charity 


| | (+6) 

/ | 
thotn great honor, much ſolicitation cannot be neceſſary to engage a favorable atten. 
tion to the ſubject now brought before them; but, if any inducement were wanting, 
an example might be mentioned, highly meritorious, in the inſtitution founded by the 


Military Officers of this Eſtabliſhment, and liberally ſupported by their Monthly 


| Subſcriptions, for the maintenance of the Orphans of Officers. 


If to drawing a parallel between the inſtitution of the Orphan Society, and that 
now propoſed, it ſhould be objected, that the Children of the Subfcribers to the new | 
dot likely to benefit by it, it might well be aſked whether an act 
of bounty ſhould ſpring ſolely from the hope of a direct return to it; and Whether 
thoſe who are able to contribute relief to others ſhould withhold it for no reaſon but $ 
that their own offspring may be placed beyond the want of it. AIL Britiſh ſubjects 
here have, beſides, a perſonal intereſt in the good order and welfare of the ſettlement, | 
which the diffuſion of inſtruction and knowledge muſt eminently promote; and the 
national intereſt is alſo obviouſly concerned in the flouriſhing ſtate of its eſtabliſh. | 


ments in this Country. 


It requires to be explained, that the inſtitution is not meant to take the entire charge & 
Jof Children, that is, to lodge, board, cloath, and place out, as well as educate, thoſe 
| who ſhall become objects of it, but only to provide a ſuitable Education for a great 
number of Orphans and other Children, who, without that aid, would grow up in 


of the moſt comprehenſive kind would not be laudable and deſirable, but that funds 


ſufficient for it, could not, it is thought, be depended upon, and that it is judged bet- 


ter to provide for the inſtruction of a larger number than the complete care of a few.“ 


Though it was not originally intended to board, lodge, and cloathe the Children, yet on the increaſe 
of the fund, it was found praQticable; and there are now (March 1796) ſeventy-eight Children on the 


foundation, who are boarded, lodged, and. cloathed, as well as educated ; beſides near fixty Children | 
who receive Education gratis, 
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It is, befides, an objection with many poor Parents againſt benefiting even from ſuch 
a complete proviſion, that they muſt entirely give up their Children ; and the difficul 
ty, which is now found great, of placing out Children, thus taken, will be much ob- 
viated by leaving that care diffuſed among relations and connections, where there 


are any, and each of theſe being concerned only for one object, or a few, and having 


a minute knowledge of the lower walks of life, may be able both to gratify their 
own affetion and leſſen this conſiderable difficulty. 


Although, however, the plan is propoſed to be at firſt, thus confined, if the be- 
neficence to the public ſhould afford ſuch contributions as will admit of a more gene- 
ral relief to objects of charity, it is intended to appropriate the ſurplus, as far as it 


ſons, whoſe indigent circumſtances may require it, 


'The primary idea of the plan 1s fimilar to that on which Free Schools are generally 
ſtabliſhed in England, except in one particular; that no reſtriction is here intended of 
he numbers to be educated ; and, as great convenience muſt reſult from connecting the 

inſtitution, as far as may be, with the Charity School at preſent in Calcutta under the 
ſuperintendence of the Veſtry, this arrangement, to which they have given their con- 
ent, ſhall be adopted, 


If the objects of the eſtabliſhment, as now explained, ſhould receive the approbation 
of the public, it will be neceſſary at a general meeting of ſubſcribers to the fund, to 
ppoint Governors and Directors, within whoſe province it will fall to determine upon 


uch regulations as the good of the ſociety may render expedient and neceſſary, 


To the Civil Servants of the Company reference has already been made as to the 
: ſource, 


CTY 4 * | 
Fource, from which the funds may be principally benefited, But zealous ſupport may 
the expected alſo, from the other branches of the community; from the Gentlemen 
Pelonging to his Majeſty's Supreme Court of Judicature, like the former, a perma- 
nent body, who will, doubtleſs, be forward to teſtify their diſpoſition to relieve dif. 
tres; from the Britiſh Merchants and Traders, whoſe liberality, it may be confident- 
Hy believed, will be evinced in this Country, as it always has been in other parts of 
the Britiſh Dominions; and from the other inhabitants of theſe provinces, who have 
he means of contributing to the general deſign. Among the latter may be included 
the Armenian Merchants and Settlers, whoſe character for humanity has been raiſed I donat 
beyoud the common level, in an inftance lately given by a principal perſon of their order, 

in the relief of the impriſoned debtors under the Court of Requeſts. There are alſo. 34. 
many European Artiſts, Tradeſmen, and Mechanics in this populous Town, who will, I contri 


- no doubt, be folicitous to contribute their ſhare to the preſent charity, influenced by on 
the beſt motives, as well as the eventual benefits held forth to their families by tha 
Eanſutution, the leading ideas of which are ſubmitted to the public in the OE: 


PROPOSALS: 
. THAT a fand be eſtabliſhed for the maintenance and education of Orphans, and] 


otter indigent Children and young Perſons, of both ſexes; not objects of the care of 
the Orphan Society, the males being between the ages of five and ſixteen, and the 
males between the ages of five and fourteen, to be brought up as Proteſtants. 
4 That in order to provide this fund, the Civil Servants af the er in the 
Hſt place, be invited to contribute to it in the e proportians, by ſuch moda 62h, 


of collection as may hereafter be agreed on- * FR | ., PSociet 
'Thoſe under Five Yeaxs Standing, Sa. Rs. 4 8 dens, 
From — 5 to 8 — — 6 dren 
. n -— 8 Pociet 


Above — to — — 10 Inſtitu 


a the | | 
J sb. That the ColleQors be als requeſted to conſider themſelves as Agents of the 


if ſubſcriptions, to aſſume ſome data; and, it has been thought that this eould be done 


meant to confine a ſubſcriber, of any order, in the ſociety to a ſpecific amount, every 
perſon will be entirely at liberty to contribute Monthly what he judges proper; and, 


Supreme Court of Judicature, the Britiſh Merchants, and other claſſes of the com- 
munity, as already enumerated, are likewiſe invited to ſubſcribe to the fund; and 
| donations, independent of monthly ſubſcriptions, will be gratefully received, 


: \ *. 
o to ; 
porn o 
| f } | ; 


noſt conveniently in regard to the Civil Servants of the Company; But, as it is not 


pon this principle, the Advocates, Attornies, and other Gentlemen of his Majeſty's) | 


34. That any perſon ſubſcribing eight hundred ficea rupees in lieu of a monthly 
contribution, be conſidered as a ſubſcriber for life. | 4 
Arb. That the ſubſeriptions, or donations, paid in Calcutta, be received by the \ 
Church Wardens for the time being, and by ſuch other perſons as the ſubſcribers may Ii 


- 


appoint. 


$th, That perſons, out of Caleutta, ſubſcribing or making donations, be requeſted to 
pay the amount to the Collector of the Diſtrict, in which they reſide; ſuch Collector aſ- 
fenting, as it is hoped they will, to take the trouble of OY the amount to > the 
Church Wardens, or perſons. authorized to receive it. | 


Society, and to forward the purpoſes of it by correſponding with the Church War- 
dens, or other authorized perſons, and laying before them the ſituations of thoſe Chil- 
dren within their diſtricts, who may be proper objects to receive the charity of the 
Society, and whoſe Parents or Guardians would be difpoſed to avail themſelves of the 


Inſtitution, as far as it proceeds, to have them educated, without expence to their 
Theſe] families, in Calcutta. 7th, That 


110 
* "5A hat the/Inflitation, which ſhall bear the name of the nnn 
| 2controuled and eee the following Superintendence: : 


$ 1 n wo ge ET 3 G N. ti N Hasieresto $1.0 

| _- Arche The Governor General. mene 
ue "#OHOKH RY SO EAV Ps E 1 

i = F our Ladies, reſident | in Calcutta, | i 10 


1 4 
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uin GOVERNORS. 115 
| 84. The Chaplains, Church Wardens, and Sidefimen, for the time th whoſy;hed 


compoſe the ſelect Veſtry of the town of Calcutta, fix in number. apply 


4 1310 


gth. Six other Governors, reſidents in Calcutta, and choſen therein by the ſub-J. x, 
Jeribers to the fund at a general meeting called for that purpoſe. The Governors to beadmiſ 
elected for three years, beginning with the 15th day of January, and competent to beſrelatec 
re. elected for the term ſucceeding that in which they have ſerved the office. | Vacan- zors f. 
cies, occaſioned by death, reſignation, or non- reſidence in Calcutta, for any time ex- hem, 
ceeding three months, to be ſupplied, at the firſt general-mecting, (hereafter mentioned) ty; 
25 may follow the occurrence of ſuch vacancy, 


© 00d 2 — dc 
- 


— * a 


8 1 N 1300 
One bead in 4 ſaperintending Maſter to be eleted by the'Governors of the Society, fwill be 
who ſhall alſo appoint ſuch Teachers, Attendants, and Servants, as may, in their opi-Pehool 
nion, be neceſſary for the males and females, in addition to the eſtabliſhment now ſuch C 
| | maintained for the Charity School under the Sn habeas of the . * — 
|- 


— ³ 4 4 — 2 2 


. RULES. | --1/» Pharir 
Ab. That it be: eſtabliſhed to be the duty of the Governors of the Society, in fered: 
_ TEE ſehen rotation, A 


(uw? 
ftatior; two By two, for three months, in ſuch ſucceſſion to this periodical duty as the 
ame may be ſettled among themſelves, to manage and ſuperintend the receipts aud 


liſburſements of the fund, and the education of the male and female Children, and to | | 
& ſuch rules and orders, not inconſiſtent. with the general intentions and objects of 
he Society, as occaſions may render expedient; the ſaid rules and orders to be given 
and ſubſcribed; in writing, in a book kept for that n ih W which ſhalk 
de ſeparated for males and females. LEES h tete 


8 


11:5, That the names of the viſiting Governors, for the preſeribed term, be pub. 
 wWhoſyſhed in the Calcutta Gazette, for the information of thaſe who may have occaſion to 2 
r to them. Der. | | ...- 
ſub- ] 1255. That every ſubſcriber and benefactor to the ſund may nominate - children for 
to beqadmiſſion to the Schools, in a memorial, ſetting forth the circumſtances that have been 
0 beſrelated to him in behalf of the application, of the merits of which the viſiting, Gover« 
acan-Jnors ſhall judge, ſo that the ſeveral applications may be admitted or rejected, by 
> Ex cem, as the perfons may appear, or not, to be proper objects for admiſſion to the Cha. 
ned) frity ; ſubject to confirmation, or otherwiſe, at the next general meeting of the Societys! 


1375. Thattas, in many cafes, the purpoſes of humanity, as well as conveniences 
iety, fill be much aſſiſted by providing, in part, the diet of thoſe: who are educated in the 
opi-Pehools, an option be left with the viſiting. Governors: to receive, 10 this n 


now ſuch Children as may be proper objects. 


—— 


— =. — 


Th r4th, That particular inſtances of wretchedneſs; within the limits of proviſion by the | 
Charity maintained under the ſuperintendence of the Veſtry, be pointed out and conſis 
y, in fered at the general meetings of the Governors, for recommendation to the Veſtry, 


tion, | £ > 21 that 
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[Aire pen may hepa vpn that latin, I of to be taken care of, and 2 
— aaioctby | 14353 cod eit 8h ety; 
b: . | aut 33 Yo. a | "il 
155. D after ef ode fins in. toldamaie cen e 
— on the firſt Thurſday in each month, to receive the reports of the viſiting Gover· p erforn 
dort; infpeR the accounts of receipts and diſburſements, and paſs ſuch. current orders as paſſing 
ahe ſervice of the charity may appear to require, keeping a regiſter of their proceedings,* 


20th 
-"x6:h. At theſe meetings the Governors will appoint any Teachers or Attendants} and d- 
| chat may be wanted, and remove, if neceſſary, after full inquiry and proof of inability ſppen tc 
er miſconduR, any that ought to be diſcharged. 


"15th. That extra meetings of che Governors be occaſionally held at the inſtance It h: 
ef the Viſitors, or of any two Governors, who 2 eee red a 
1———— 20 723-0 and tha 
N 185. ne Inorery n viz. on the 3 29th of Septem- to eſta] 
ber, and 21ſt of December 1790; and again on the 25th of March 1797, and ſoon 

Nihat is to ſay, at the ſame periods in ſucceeding years, a general meeting of the Sub 

f{cribers- ſhall be held to receive the reports of the Governors upon the ſtate of the. N 
Schools, and, generally, upon the affairs of the Society, and to paſs ſuch orders, as well}- 
Las make ſuch general regulations for the good of the Inſtitution, as may appear to th 
| Subſcribers proper and neceſſary, 60 19% 44 T 


It having been found very in convenient for the Governors to meet every month, and the ne- honey 
ceſſity of ſuch f requent meetings being obviated by the buſineſs of the School being reduced to a frayin; 
zegular ſyſtem, it was reſolved that the Governors ſhould in future meet only once a quarter, | 
on the ſame day on which the quarterly meeting of Subſcribers is held. 


+ The quarterly meetings are now held on the laſt Saturday of theſe months, 
* 196. At. 


—_ 


_. Y — n : r "> 8 2 T5 5 1 
n $ Le , i i 8 EP "| i 4% 1 IK 3 
F r P 8 d 
& 7 = 1 GW _ — \Y * 4 A - F 
SH MT AGES, 3 N 2 L X "be DOT . 0 Fa. - % 1 * 
n r 7 e U "7 : 
* Pal” © SC CRE =o t Ty - SY MN. 1 * Mc a 
wi LY 1 e r r A wo * A 1 * 
= +. ( 52 a 1 Ws l a7 T L $40 #1 {4 
- TA" 0 * 1 - ChE WT 8 
be N Sf d Wea 2 "© * 1 = 4 l 
S T0 * % a = 
1 * pe : 


Qt x) Cs 
and. 2905. At theſe meetings, the accounts of the receipts and diſburſements of che i 
| Pociety, kept ſeparately and diftinAly from thoſe for the Charity ſupported by the Ii 
* Vefry of Calcutta, ſhall be laid, with the youchers thereof, before the Subſcribers to i 
ery he new Inſtitution, by the Treaſurers of the Society; an office, which the gentlemen, | 
vers performing the duty of Church Wardens, fnall be requeſted to undertake; and, upon | 
rs a paſſing theſe accounts, a general abſlraR of them ſhall be publiſhed in the Gaxette. 
_ 


20th. That regular minutes be kept of the proceedings at the general meetings, 
lants| and depoſited in the houſe in which the Schools are conducted, the ſaid minutes being JM 
ility ſopen to the inſpection of any Subſcriber, who may deſire to ſee them, 


use! It bas been agreed, that the. — Wb del be «ont. J 
zularfered as the day of the Inſtitution of the FREE SCHOOL SOCIETY in BENGAL, 8 
ad that the ſame ſhall be kept as an Anniverſary, without charge to the Fund, under ji 
„ Governors . | 
foci 
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Thur the amount of the donations realized in future, as well as ſuch part of c 
monthly ſubſcriptions as the Treaſurers judge may be conveniently ſpared, alter de- 


he ne- 
d * A ſaying the curtent 1 be Laid out in Government Securities . A 
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Tax ) 
mat the receipts given by the Treaſurers or either of them, for the amount 


6 | ach p- 
| =blleRtions realized, fhall be deemed ſufficient, and the following rules be obſerved: I... ch 
N % N vn 4 
Nat thoſe Subſcribers who expreſſed themſelves willing to pay, at ſuch times as t! 
E Goremors think proper, ſhould pay quarterly, at the following periods - * 
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That the Subſcribers. paying ahi, "ſhould pay on the zoth of 0 unleſs the 
eee ee renz 


2 
* Y 4 , » * * 


That thoſe male Children, who are not delivered over to the Charity School; (whic 
is z ſeperate foundation) ſhall be diſcharged at the age of ſixteen, and the femal: 
at the age of ſourteen, and ſent to their Parents, Guardians, or Friend. 


That 
be iſſue 
he firf 


That at the quarterly general meeting of the Subſcribers, a general examinatic 
| ball be entered into of the progreſs made in the education of the Children of one! 
| j the Schools, and at the next meeting of the progreſs made in the education of th 


— of che other School, ſo that the two Schools ſhall be examined half yearly i 
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"That Pay-ſcholars may be admitted to the benefits of education at the Free Schoe That 
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k paying fix rupees per menſem, out of which as it might prove injurious to the 
zealth of ſuch Children to allow them to return to their homes in the heat of the day, 
; Maſter is to provide them with a dinner. 
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That the petitions for admiſſion of Children are to be entered in a ſeparate book in 
otation, as they are received, and the correſpondence in like manner be entered ſe. 
parately, with marginal notes of dates and numbers for the more eaſy nn, 


when em 


That on the quarterly day of relief, the retiring viſiting Governors do meet the Wi 
ucceeding Governors at a fixed hour, and deliver over the charge in form, the retir- 
ng Governors reporting to the ſucceeding Governors, a ſummary occurrences during 9 
heir tour of duty, and that ſuch 5 be entered in the nde bock. * 


nic hat the periods at which the cloathing of the Children of both Inſtitutions are «of 
be iſſued, be fixed for the week preceding the Anniverſary day of the Inſtitution, * 5 


he firſt week in June. And 


That the Tickets or orders bor admiſſion be * for the head Matter "OP from 
e hands of the 1 
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That in future no Childten be E upon the foundation under fre yours * nor 
Dove nine. 
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That the religious perſuaſion of Children petitioning to be admitted to the benefit 
er, Hf. education, — )—— And | 
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To be educated and completely dicted, © 10 
Ditto ditto and lodged, 5 „ A 
Dnto ditto ditto and cloth). 24 


That the Girls attend prayers at the New Church for four months it the year, vis 
November, December, January, and February; and that during the hot ſeaſo 
enen * it being immediately dog 0 the School. | 
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o be le 
s are | 


. That kata of ein Ben, not delivered. ar the Sed within PO TY: af] 
they are given to à perſona in Calcutta, ſhall be void; and to thoſe ablents fucks er 
fon be allowed as the Viſiting Governors may deem proper. 


1 .*% - « . « T7 4 
"< I a Sug 4 -, * =a Oo = 4 , % 
x þ 


* 


_ 
2 

* 

, Is 
8 
1 
* 


W the holia 1 ompla 
That the holidays for the Children be as follow: P 


dort to 
uard 


Weekly Wedneſday and Saturday, half holidays, a 
ation 


Chriſtmas—ſourteen days, from the Saturday immediately before Chriſtmas. 
Eaſter from Good Friday incluſive till the Monday ſe nnight after, ten days 
Summer — one week, from laſt Saturday in June. 
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Wis andy ane half of the number. of under Maſters are to be abſent a at ta ume! 
"Hays not excepted, And, 
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That they are ip cuniler hcees a all inves der F i 
fuperintending Maſter, who is desired to keep a book. in which he will iſſue ſuch or 
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gers to the Maſters, 28 he may from time to time deem neceſſary, and _ the Maſ: 
are to obey, 


That the Miſtreſſes of the female School, are to conſider themſelves as coming under 
ae aforegoing rule, 
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That the Boys and Girls be permitted to ſpeak nothing but Engliſh, under penalties 
o be left to the diſcretion of the ſuperintending Maſter, and the Maſter and Miſtreſ- 
are hereby enjoined to ſee this rule ſtrictly adhered to. 
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ate That the Parents or Guardians of day ſcholars be deſired to ſend their Children to 
School every day at the hour appointed for that purpoſe, and as the non-attendance of 
4 uch Children, not only prevents them from receiving the education which it is the ul. 
Fimate end of the charity to give them, but may on a future occaſion be a ſource of 
omplaint of negle& againſt the Schools, the ſuperintending Maſter is defired to te- | 
Port to the Governors ſuch Children as do not attend daily, and that the Parents and | 
uardians of ſuch Children be informed that they will not be allowed to receive edu 
ation at the Free School, except they attend regularly, 
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2 That female Children who now are, and may be in future admitted to the full be- 


fits of the Free School, may be conſidered as put there to be ſettled as ſervants ; and 
hat whenever ſituations which the Governors may think proper ſhall offer, they will 
mbrace the opportunity of providing for them, giving however, W the prefe. 
ence to the Ladies who recommended them to the School, 
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